The Dream ArtSpace
Converting the Iconic Merchants National Bank
into an Art Space summary

Merchants National Bank

Executive Summary

The Merchants National Bank was built in 1922. It
was a vibrant location for locals and Canadians
from Montreal for doing business. In the 60’s it
became the State Bank of Albany. Within a few
years it went out of business. The bank has been
vacant since.

The Arts are important to local, state, and global
economies. The Arts provide direct economic
benefits.
They create jobs, attract investors,
generate tax revenues, and stimulate local
economies through tourism and consumer
purchases. In addition, because they enhance
quality of life, the Arts are an important
complement to community development,
enriching local amenities and attracting tourism

Purpose
This is one of those rare moments in life where a
dream has come true. The acquisition of this
building is not just to preserve its historical value
to the town, it allows me to create an Art Space
showcasing all forms of arts such as Dance,
Music, Sculptures, Readings, Photography,
Performing Arts, Art Exhibitions and Educational
Programs just to mention a few. This will be a one
of a kind gathering hub for locals and bring
tourist in to support the towns businesses.

The Art Space will develop opportunities to
showcase the Arts, exhibitions, events,
community outreach programs, internships and
job opportunities. It will also revive the downtown
area and neighborhood. The Art space will
operate and become self-sustainable, generating
revenue through different sources such as Art
Sales, Location Rental, Studio Rental, and annual
fundraisers.

Its purpose is to enrich the community with the
Arts and increase the towns presence. Viewing
the structure from the exterior as well as entering
it, will provide a thought provoking experience.

The Art space will serve the City of Plattsburgh
and all neighboring towns. In time the space will
attract visitors from other regions like Montreal,
Canada, Lake Placid, and Burlington, Vermont
increasing the revenue stream for local
businesses in Plattsburgh.

9000 +/- sq. ft. former Merchants National Bank.
This is a beautiful, one of a kind building. With
ornate masonry exterior and 2 level floor to
ceiling windows. Its located in the heart of the
downtown Plattsburgh district and neighbors to
many great restaurants, the Theatre and Art
Center, and Plattsburgh University. A 15 minute
stroll to the Marina.

As the business establishes itself in the town, it
will assist in making Plattsburgh a destination
location. The Art space will be a fixture in the
town along with the Stain Glass Water Tower. The
Art space will assist in creating Brinkerhoff Street
in Plattsburgh the Art District of the town.
The restoration of this iconic building will restore
pride to those who grew up doing business in
the bank and to those who grew up seeing this
building functioning as a child. It will bring hope
to the residents that a rebirth is happing in their
town.
This is a unique once in a life time opportunity for
Artist Ray Rosario to live out his dream, in a
unique situation in a town where many will
benefits for decades to come.

The Dream ArtSpace - 24 Brinkerhoff Street - Plattsburgh, New York 12901

Support
We are grateful that you have chosen to support
The Dream Art Space. This is 20 years in the
making, to make a difference with the Arts and
have a home. By investing in The Dream, you are
helping to create a permanent resource for
everyone who regards the idea that "Dreams Still
Come True" is alive and well. Together, we can
inspire, give hope and support other Dreamers
to attain theirs.
The creative space will be the first home for
Revitalizing the Arts for Youth organization, a nonprofit 501(c)(3) exempt from federal income
taxation founded by Ray Rosario. Donations are
tax deductible for United States citizens. For
donors outside of the United States, please
consult with your tax advisor regarding whether
your donation is tax deductible.
Thank you again for your contribution. We look
forward to keeping you informed of the progress
and hope to see you in person at our opening.
Keep Dreaming!
If you wish to sponsor The Art Space with naming
opportunities, planned giving program or a
major gift, please contact us here.
Click on the gofundme logo to donate.

Project Website
www.ray-rosario.com
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